Primary lymphoma of the temporal bone.
Involvement of the temporal bone by lymphoreticular neoplasm is rare; all reported cases have been of secondary involvement. This article presents what we believe to be the first two reported cases of primary temporal bone lymphoma. The patients, an elderly man and a boy, both presented with infection of the ear, hearing loss, and facial nerve paresis. In both cases, facial paresis resolved after appropriate chemotherapeutic treatment. Patient presentation and clinical course are discussed in light of published work on temporal bone malignancy. Further investigation, including computed tomography and biopsy, should be considered for patients who present with an apparent middle ear infection unresponsive to medical therapy. The development of facial paralysis in such a patient warrants heightened suspicion of malignancy.